2020 Historical Preservation Awards
The West Whiteland Board of Supervisors and Historical Commission Members are pleased to
announce the recipients of the 2020 Historic Preservation Awards. Due to COVID-19 protocols the
awards ceremony will take place at a later time in 2021 where the property owners will be recognized
for their efforts in the preservation of the following Historic Resources:
Buckman’s Ski and Snowboard Shop is being recognized for exceptional stewardship and
rehabilitation efforts. The two-story stone Colonial Revival dwelling was constructed by John
McClenahan in 1928. The original estate, which consisted of 112-acres was purchased by John
McClenahan and his wife Alida in 1927 from the Trimble family. Thomas D. Trimble built a frame
on property between c.1855-1860, which was associated with the Maple Spring Farm and
Trimble Mill, located along Shoen Road.
The property changed hands five more times over the next thirty years. From 1965-1971 the
building was used by the Pennsylvania State Police Department as a local headquarters. In 1971
the property was purchased by Paul, Mary, and Francis Wick, the Wick family continued to
operate the property as a ski and snowboard supplier until it was sold to the current property
owner, Buckman’s in 2017.
In 2019 the Buckman’s shop was approved for an 8,000 sq.ft. two-story addition where its design
incorporated the historic character of the existing structure.

Present day Buckman’s with new addition at the rear of the Trimble House.

Chase Bank, the former Malvern Federal Bank building, evolved like many of the other Township
historical buildings from a small two- & one-half story house into a six-bay structure with various
additions. The Chase Bank building is prominently located in the center of the Exton Crossroads
and stands-out with its blue metal-seam roof. In addition to its use as a farmhouse, it has served
the community since 1829, as a professional office for physicians, a sand mine and currently as a
bank.
The structure was built in 1810, by Isaac Jacobs on land inherited by his wife Hannah from her
father, William Trimble. In 1816 the land was sold at auction to George Massey who rented out
the fertile land to tenant farmers until it was sold in 1829 to Dr. Andrew Willis who added an
office wing to the house for his practice. It was purchased by The Whiteland Silica Company in
1905, when the company was operating at the fullest capacity and was engaged in “perfecting a
secret process for smelting”. The Company sold its remaining property at a public sale in 1919.
In 1964, the building was once again sold to Malvern Federal Savings and Loan, with the house
being restored with minor changes as a bank.
In 2019 Chase Bank began the process of rehabilitating the existing bank facility while
maintaining the historic building for bank offices. The improvements included a one-story 2,455
sq.ft. modern addition, removal of the existing drive‐thru lane, realignment of the parking areas,
installation of a sidewalk along Pottstown Pk. and installation of a remote ATM drive‐up lane.

Present day Chase Bank with new modern addition.

Williams Cabins (Icabod’s), as with many of West Whiteland Township’s historic resources are
directly associated with developments in transportation that occurred along the route of the old
Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike (Lincoln Hwy.) in the 1920s. As more Americans acquired
automobiles and discovered the freedom and enjoyment of motor travel, auto camps developed
along major routes like the Lincoln Highway. Camping became an economical and convenient
alternative to hotels especially in sparsely populated and scenic areas like Exton at the time. In
1937, Leon H. Williams purchased an acre of land along the Lincoln Hwy. and constructed a motor
court, complete with a house, service station, office and cabins all in a Tudor-Revival style.
Williams operated it as a motor court until 1964, when he sold to Dyffrin Construction Company
which changed the name to Tudor Motor Inn.
With the evolution of major highways, the motor court fell out of fashion and the buildings of the
Williams Deluxe Cabins deteriorated. In 2014 Dr. Leonard Guinta presented his plan to develop
the property for residential and retail use. Dr. Guinta proposed retail buildings designed in the
Tudor-Revival style to mimic the original 1937 motor court office and gas station. Icabod’s is an
excellent example of historic reconstruction of the early 20th century motor culture.

1930’s postcard of original motor court

Present day reconstruction of motor court with both office and residential uses.

