WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
HISTORICAL COMMISSION
MINUTES
September 12, 2022
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Joe McCormick, John Prendergast, Joshua Anderson, Jonathan
Martin, John Kabli

TOWNSHIP STAFF:

Caroline O’Connor, Assistant Township Planner
Theresa Santalucia, Board of Supervisors Liaison
Phil Yocum, Historic Consultant, Commonwealth Heritage Group

I.

Call to Order – Vice-Chairman Joe McCormick called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.

II.

Approval of Minutes for July 11, 2022

III.

Motion:

To approve the minutes of July 11, 2022
(Martin/McCormick)

Vote:

Passed, 3-0-1 (Kabli abstained/Anderson arrived late)

Public Comment

There was no public comment.
IV.

PLANS
1.

Bush Project
Address: 390 W Lincoln Hwy.
Designated HR: 110.01 Tenant House, 110.03 Oaklands
Schoolhouse/Springhouse,
Adjacent HR: 113.01 Richard Hance House/Meadow House, 113.02
Barn/Rabbit House, 201.01 Oaklands, 207.02 Oaklands Gatehouse
Request: Recommend approval of plans and permit to demolish all
structures within the designated historic resource boundary, with the
exception of 110.03 Oaklands Schoolhouse/Springhouse.

In attendance on behalf of the Applicant was attorney Debra Shulski of Riley Riper Hollin
& Colagreco. She advised that the Applicant has filed for a demolition permit for 390 W. Lincoln
Highway and plans to keep the Oaklands Schoolhouse/Springhouse and demolish the remaining
historic resources. She said consideration was given to preserving the Tenant House, but the
Applicant did not feel a second user on the property was conducive.
Phil Yocum then provided an overview of his assessment of the property. He recently
visited the site and found the Tenant House to be a nice mid-late 18th century design with a
corner fireplace and a swimming pool in the rear. He said the home looked as though it was
recently used as a residence. He further described the structure noting that there may have
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been some water infiltration but the House appeared to be in good shape. He also noted the
outbuilding contained about 6 inches of standing water. He further described the remaining
resources noting old barn and garage walls, and a nearby ruin with remnants of a water wheel.
Before any demolition is done, Mr. Yocum recommended that future plans for the property be
presented and the structures scheduled for demolition be documented by a professional
photographer to create a record.
Ms. Shulski said the Applicant is currently working on a Sketch Plan to utilize the site for
new car inventory and proposes re-using the Schoolhouse as office space. Mr. Yocum argued
that the Tenant House would have no adverse impact on the proposed parking lot and encouraged
its reuse.
Mr. Martin echoed Mr. Yocum’s concerns that some use be found for the Tenant House.
He was not comfortable making any decisions without knowing details of the future intent of the
property. Mr. McCormick added that vague promises have been indicated regarding preservation
of the Schoolhouse, but nothing concrete has been provided. He noted that this Applicant has
issues with its current responsibility for maintaining the exterior of the Thomas Mill.
Mr. Yocum noted that he has never seen a request for demolition without an
accompanying plan for future use. Ms. Shulski argued that the Applicant has submitted
everything that the Township’s ordinance requires for a demolition permit and added that a
mitigation analysis is not required. She said the Sketch Plan currently being developed shows
parking where the Tenant House currently sits. Mr. Yocum encouraged using the Tenant House
for offices as the Schoolhouse is too far away to be practical. Mr. Yocum added that the current
Ordinance, allows for a demolition permit for a Class II structure to be delayed for 60 days.
Mr. McCormick said the Commission wants to work with the Applicant but needs more
information on the future use of the property. Ms. Shulski repeated that the Applicant does not
feel it’s conducive to have a second use on the property and cited the cost required to renovate
the House as a concern. Mr. McCormick said there are tax advantages to re-using a historic
structure and encouraged the Applicant to explore all options.

V.

Motion:

To recommend delaying approval of the demolition permit
until the Applicant provides: 1) a better commitment for
preservation of the Schoolhouse, 2) details on the proposed
future use of the site, and 3) thoroughly investigates the
adaptive reuse of the Tenant House. The Commission
acknowledges that in the spirit of compromise, the
remaining resources could impede the Applicant’s future
use of the property, and the Commission wants to work
with the Applicant to make the project viable.
(McCormick/Kabli)

Vote:

Passed, 5-0

HC Concerns:
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