WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES
Minutes of the first September meeting
Members Present
Ray McKeeman, Vice-Chair
Dan Cote
Jeff Glisson
MaryFrances McGarrity
Andy Wright

September 6, 2022
Township Personnel Present
John Weller, Planning Director
Caroline O’Connor, Assistant Township Planner
Pam Gural-Bear, Interim Township Manager
Ted Otteni, Township Engineer
Rajesh Kumbhardare, Board of Supervisors

I.

CALL TO ORDER
Vice-Chair Ray McKeeman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
The Commission observed a moment of silence to honor our veterans and first responders.

II.

III.

REVIEW OF MEETING MINUTES
MOTION:

To approve the minutes for the meeting of August 16, 2022. (McGarrity/Wright)

ACTION:

Passed, 5-0

PUBLIC COMMENT
John Weller announced that the Whitford Property (Wawa) plan originally scheduled for review this
evening has been rescheduled to September 20 at the request of the Applicant.

IV.
1.

PLANS
296 Boot Road
Address: 296 W. Boot Rd.
Second Review: Subdivision
Request: 3-lot subdivision to accommodate an existing house and 2 lots proposed for single-family
detached homes.
Property owner Brian Troupe was in attendance along with Denny Howell and Amanda Schneider of
D.L. Howell and Associates. Mr. Weller gave an overview of the project, noting that the Commission
had reviewed the plan on May 31, 2022 as a 4-lot subdivision. Since the lots now proposed are larger,
it will be possible to develop them without encroaching on regulated steep slope areas, so conditional
use review is no longer required. The existing home is a historic resource, so the Historical Commission
reviewed the plan on May 9, 2022 and passed a motion recommending approval. Mr. Weller advised
that no new Historical Commission review was warranted since the current plan is less intense than
the original version.
During discussion on May 31, the Commission noted that providing sidewalks would be difficult along
Burke Rd. due to slopes and along Boot Rd. due to the proximity of the existing house. The Township
practice is to make any waiver of the sidewalk requirement conditional upon a donation to the Township sidewalk fund equivalent to the construction cost of the sidewalk that could be required. The
Applicant stated that he was agreeable to this.

Mr. Weller advised that the remaining consultant concerns were minor; Mr. Howell said the Applicant
agrees with all consultant comments and proposed conditions.
Jeff Glisson asked about comment #15 of the SSM review regarding infiltration testing for stormwater
management. Mr. Howell explained that new infiltration tests will be done at different locations for
the new 3-lot plan. He added that sanitary sewerage will be provided by connections to the existing
main in Boot Rd. using a separate low pressure force main for each new house.
Mr. Weller advised that the amount of contribution to the sidewalk fund would be about $60,000.
Dan Cote asked if the clear sight issues have been resolved. Mr. Howell responded they will be resolved
by grading and clearing vegetation. MaryFrances McGarrity liked the 3-lot plan adding that the sightline up the hill is much better than on the previous 4-lot plan.
There was no public comment.
MOTION: To recommend that the Board of Supervisors approve the land development plan entitled
“Preliminary/Final Subdivision and Land Development Plan of 296 Boot Road” as depicted
on the 11-sheet plan set prepared by D.L. Howell & Associates, Inc. dated April 15, 2022,
and most recently revised July 29, 2022 (the “Plan”) with the following waivers and subject
to the following conditions:
1. The Plan is approved as a Final Plan pursuant to §281-10.D of the West Whiteland Township
Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (“S/LDO”).
2. Waiver of §270-29.E(1) of the Stormwater Management Ordinance to allow storm sewer
outlets in a front yard, pursuant to comment #1 of the Spotts, Stevens and McCoy (“SSM”)
review dated August 17, 2022.
3. Waiver of §270-29.E(3) of the Stormwater Management Ordinance to allow storm sewer
pipes not less than twelve (12) inches in diameter and downspouts and roof leaders not less
than six (6) inches in diameter, pursuant to comment #2 of the SSM review dated August 17,
2022.
4. Waiver of §281-31.A of the S/LDO such that no sidewalks need be provided, subject to the
Applicant making a donation to the Township sidewalk fund equivalent to the construction
cost of the sidewalk that could be required pursuant to the said Section. Such donation
shall be made prior to recording of the Plan at the Office of the Recorder of Deeds.
5. Waiver of §281-36.B of the S/LDO to allow placement of street trees outside of the Boot Rd.
right-of-way, pursuant to comment #5 of the Theurkauf Design and Planning review dated
August 11, 2022.
6. The Applicant shall direct additional infiltration testing to demonstrate the suitability of
the proposed locations for the stormwater infiltration beds, pursuant to comment #15 of
the SSM review dated August 17, 2022.
7. The areas immediately adjacent to each driveway along Burke Rd. shall be regraded and
cleared of vegetation sufficient to provide adequate sight distance to the satisfaction of
the Township as advised by McMahon, pursuant to comment #1 of the McMahon review dated
August 18, 2022.
8. Payment of a fee in lieu of preservation of permanent open space pursuant to §281- 47.B(2)
of the S/LDO. Said fee shall be paid in full at or before such time that the Plan is recorded.

