WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
BUSINESS MEETING
Minutes of the second August Meeting

1.

August 24, 2022

Call to Order

Chairman Rajesh Kumbhardare called to order the second August meeting at 6:31 p.m.
This was a hybrid meeting with participants attending both in person at the Township Building
and on-line via Zoom.
Those in attendance in addition to Mr. Kumbhardare were:
Theresa Santal ucia, Vice-Chairman
Brian Dunn, Supervisor
Pam Gural-Bear, Interim Township Manager
Jen Keller, Executive Assistant
Scott Ryle, Publ ic Works Director
Ted Otteni, Director of Engineering
Ed Culp, Asst. Public Works Director
Marie Guarnere, Codes Director
John Weller, Planning Director
Carol ine Partridge, Finance Director
Lee Benson, Police Chief
Alex Baumler, Solicitor
Pat Layman, Minutes

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
The Board of Supervisors met in executive session prior to tonight's meeting to discuss
matters of personnel and litigation .
Day.

The Township Building will be closed on Monday, September 5th in observation of Labor

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None.

HEARINGS & PLANS:
1. Cross Gables Estate Conditional Use Hearing
Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn, to open the conditional use hearing
for Cross Gables Estate. The motion was unanimously approved.
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In attendance were Applicants Joseph and Theresa Conahan. No members of the public
requested party status.
Testimony was given by the Applicants and public comment was received from resident
Rachael Houseman who expressed concerns with parking in the area for those who use Old Valley
Road for recreational activities. A record was taken by Court Reporter Elaine Parrish.
Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn, to continue the hearing to
September 14, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at the Township building. The motion was unanimously
approved.
Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to direct the Township Solicitor to
prepare a Decision and Order granting conditional use approval to Joe and Theresa Conahan to
use Township Historic Resource #322 at 701-703 Old Valley Rd. as a special event venue (such
use meeting the Township's definition of an "inn") in combination with a single-family residence,
to include the three (3) conditions listed here below:

1. The Board hereby authorizes a reduction in the number of required parking spaces as
recommended by the Township Planning Commission and based upon the Applicant's
testimony that they have suitable agreements with other property owners to allow off-site
parking, pursuant to §325-39.H(3) of the West Whiteland Township Zoning Ordinance
C'Zoning'').
2. Any revisions or alterations to the structures on the site shall be reviewed by the Township
Historical Commission and shall be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for Rehabilitation, pursuant to §325-90 of the Zoning.
3. The Applicants shall provide off-site parking at Marchwood Shopping Center and seven
(7) local hotels.
Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The motion was unanimously
approved.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn, to approve the following:
• Minutes of August 10, 2022
Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The motion was unanimously
approved.

BUSINESS:
1.

Authorization to Advertise an Ordinance Approving Appointment of Solicitor,
Interest Assessment, and Attorney Fees and Collection Fees Added to the
Amount Collected as Part of Unpaid Real Estate Taxes and Municipal Claims for
Delinquent Accounts
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Ms. Partridge reviewed her August 24, 2022, Memorandum. She explained that as a result
of new guidelines issued by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, Portnoff Law Associates
(the law firm used by the Township to collect unpaid taxes and fees) had to change their collection
procedures by mailing a validation notice as the initial contact with the property owners.
Beginning in 2023, there will be a charge of $25 to the property owner for this notice.
Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to authorize advertisement to
amend Ordinance No. 465 Collection procedures for unpaid Real Estate Taxes and Municipal
Claims For Delinquent Accounts and to authorize the Interim Township Manager to sign an
amendment to the existing contract with Portnoff Law Associates following the adoption of the
Ordinance. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The motion was
unanimously approved.

2.

Approval of Amendment to Agreement for Collection of Delinquent Municipal
Claims

The matter was tabled until the above-referenced amendment to Ordinance No. 465 is
adopted.

3.

2023 Minimum Municipal Obligation for Pension Plans

Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to table the matter. The motion
was unanimously approved.

4.

Authorization to Submit Grant for Parks Wayfinding Signage & Resolution
2022-38 Matching Grant for Sign Proposal

Mr. Smiley reviewed his August 19, 2022, Memorandum. In the Township's recent efforts
to redevelop the Exton Crossroads and surrounding areas, recommendations received indicate
that place making and providing wayfinding signage is a priority due to the increase of recent
development within the Township. A consistent wayfinding signage package will provide
information on assets and destinations to better assist residents and visitors to various
destinations and enhance user experience through maps, kiosks, and interpretive signage.
Examples of such signage was presented and is proposed to be implemented in three separate
phases beginning with the park system, followed by the Town Center District pedestrian signage,
and vehicular signage along major roadways. The signs would be phased in as part of the capital
projects over several years.
Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to authorize staff to submit a grant
application requesting $20,300 from the Chester County's Vision Partnership Program and
committing $14,700 from the 2023 budget as the required local match for the purpose of creating
a uniform wayfinding signage design manual for the Township's Parks system. Mr. Kumbhardare
called for public comment, and there were none. The motion was unanimously approved.
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5.

Authorization to Continue the Intermunicipal Agreement with Chester County
and to Renew the Recycling Contract with Total Recycle

Ms. Gural-Bear reviewed her August 19, 2022, Memorandum explaining that the
Agreement would begin September 25, 2022, for one year, with three one-year options to extend
the Agreement.
Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn, to authorize the Interim Township
Manager to execute the Township to continue with the Intermunicipal Agreement between
Chester County and the Township to provide processing and marketing services for recyclable
materials generated by municipal recycling programs and to renew the contract for another year
with Total Recycle. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The
motion was unanimously approved.

6.

Award of Bid for Boardwalk Staining

Mr. Culp advised that two bids were received, and minor repairs would be made before
staining the boardwalk.
Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn, to award the Albert C. Miller Park
Boardwalk Staining Project to M&A Coatings. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and
there were none. The motion was unanimously approved.

7.

Appointment of 3 rd Party Inspection Consultant

Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to appoint ARRO Consulting 1 Inc.
as the Township 1s Third Party Building Permits and Code Enforcement Consultant.
Mr.
Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The motion was unanimously
approved.

8.

Approval of Collective Bargaining Agreement

Mr. Kumbhardare thanked everyone involved for their work in negotiating the Collective
Bargaining Agreement.
Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to approve the 2023-2027
Collective Bargaining Agreement with the West Whiteland Township Police Officers Association
with an effective date of January 1, 2023. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there
were none. The motion was unanimously approved.

9.

Approval of Township Payment Report for August 24, 2022
Board members had no questions on the Payment Report.
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Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn, to approve the Township Payment
Report dated August 10, 2022. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were
none, The motion was unanimously approved.

10.

July Financial Report
Board members had no questions on the July Financial Report,

11.

Township Commission Updates from Board Liaisons
Ms. Santalucia advised that Friends of the Parks will be meeting in September.

Mr. Kumbhardare reported that the Planning Commission reviewed two sketch plans; a
branch office for Bank of America to be located on a corner of the Raymour & Flanigan parking
lot and a plan for residential units on the Weston Solutions campus. The Planning Commission
expressed concerns with the extremely small lots proposed and the overall density of the
residential plan.

12.

Staff Updates

The Township has started an Instagram account as an additional way to notify the public
of information and events happening within the Township.
Mr. Culp reported that the Miller Park Concert Series ended for the season last Sunday
with a very well-attended concert.
Mr. Otteni advised the Board that the developer of the Artisan residential development in
East Caln Township has requested permission to conduct night work on Clover Mill Road for
approximately three weeks. There are no nearby residential developments that would be
disturbed by noise, and the road would not be closed, but rather restricted to alternating oneway traffic. Should complaints be received, the Township reserves the right to revoke permission.
Board members were in agreement with allowing the night time work to proceed.
Ms. Gural-Bear said the response for the Total Recycle tour was so great that the facility
has offered a private tour at 10:30 a.m. on either September 21 of September 29.
With the start of the new school year, Chief Benson advised that Police liaisons have
contacted school principals and are greeting children as they get off buses in the mornings, all as
part of the Community Policing Initiative and the School Liaison Officer Program. Officers will
also be monitoring school bus routes to be ensure motorists are obeying the rules with regard to
school bus stops.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:46 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Pam Gural-Bear
Recording Secretary
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