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West Whiteland

WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
BUSINESS MEETING
Minutes of the Second July Meeting
1.

July 28, 2021

Call to Order

Chairman Rajesh Kumbhardare called to order the second July meeting at 6:34 p.m. This
was a hybrid meeting with participants attending both in person at the Township Building and
on-line via Zoom.
Those in attendance in addition to Mr. Kumbhardare were:
Theresa Santalucia, Vice-Chairman
Joshua Anderson, Supervisor
Mimi Gleason, Township Manager
Pam Gural-Bear, Asst. Township Manager
Beth Jones, Finance Director
Marie Guarnere, Codes Director
Lee Benson, Police Chief
Andrew Rau, Solicitor
Pat Layman, Minutes Master

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
The Board of Supervisors met in executive session on July 23rd and prior to tonight's
meeting to discuss matters of real estate, personnel, and litigation.
8th

West Whiteland Friends of the Parks is hosting a concert at Miller Park on Sunday, August
at 6:30 p.m. - music by Chico's Vibe.

Mr. Kumbhardare then read the following statement on the pipeline construction in
Meadowbrook Manor:

"Let's start by stating the obvious: Mariner East pipeline construction should not
have taken place in Meadowbrook Manor in such close proximity to homes and
operating pipelines.
Howeve~ we accept the reality that those pipelines will be installed in
Meadowbrook Manor and in the few remaining areas in the Mariner East project.
We state again under Pennsylvania law, local governments like West Whiteland
do not have any direct jurisdiction over where petroleum pipelines are located or
how they are constructed.
At the same time/ while PUC and DEP staff have authority over certain aspects of
pipeline construction we recognize that their authority is limited to enforcing
regulations as they exist today. They cannot stop construction or the operation of
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existing pipelines simply because government officials or members of the public
ask. Instead, they must follow the legal processes and regulatory standards in
place to implement such an action/ which also take into account the public utility
law providing pipeline companies with certain legal rights. We express our
gratitude to the state inspectors who have spent countless hours in Meadowbrook
Manor and other neighborhoods in the Township doing as much as the law allows
to ensure these pipelines are constructed safely.
Over the last few years, this Board has sent numerous letters to the PUC and other
government officials asking for information or action to make Mariner East
construction and operation safer. We have also been working cooperatively with
Chester County to encourage state agencies once again to do what they can to
protect our residents. We have avoided sending new Township letters into a ''black
hole" with the state, without expectation of different results.
Instead, we want to focus on things that have a chance of making a difference.
1) The Township has allowed Energy Transfer to discharge groundwater from the
Meadowbrook Manor construction site into our sanitary sewer system. This option
was designed to expedite completion of construction and avoid additional
stoppages while Energy Transfer was still using the auger bore. The time savings
accomplished 2 things:
• It helped to end a little bit sooner the enormous disruption and
inconvenience ofpipeline construction for the residents of Meadowbrook
Manor;
and
• It gets us closer to the possibility that Energy Transfer's old 8" and 12''
pipelines will be taken out of service transporting natural gas liquids in
West Whiteland, as they have in other parts of Pennsylvania where the
new 16" and 20" pipelines are now in operation. We hope this happens
as the new pipelines will be safer for transporting highly volatile natural
gas liquids than the old pipelines.
2) The PUC is currently seeking comments as part of a rulemaking process for
urgently needed pipeline safety regulations. We applaud State Senator Carolyn
Comitta whose leadership was instrumental in getting this process started. Done
right,, the proposed amendments will be a step in the right direction.
This Board submitted preliminary comments and letters of support as part of this
process, and we will continue to advocate for improved safety regulations. To that
end, we have hired a consultant with expertise in this area to review the Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking and provide informed comments that we can submit to the
PUC. We hope the community will Join us in advocating for improved pipeline
safety regulations. We will add information about how to comment to our website,
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as well as the comments that West Whiteland will submit through our consultant
when they are ready.
3) West Whiteland will continue to provide accurate information about the
remaining pipeline construction sites and share that with the community. We ask
that everyone remain realistic about what we can manage, given staff limitations
and lack ofjurisdiction. We do our best to stay on top of this complicated project.
We also ask for calm. Neighborhood and local advocates have spent a lot of time
calling attention to this dubious project and we hope they feel justly proud of that,
But all stakeholders must work to ensure responsible, careful and accurate sharing
of news and information. There were unfounded rumors and stories circulated in
the community on Monday, June 26th, including completely inaccurate suggestions
that residents needed to immediately evacuate homes. As stated in Township news
flashes and updates posted on Monday, there was NO hazmat incident or leak on
Monday at the Briar Road pipeline construction in Meadowbrook Manor. Pipeline
workers wore fire retardant safety gear, as required by their work protocols, when
Energy Transfer installed stress and strain gauges on the nearby operating
pipelines, These gauges are a welcome and needed safety measure, as they
provide early warning of vibration or stress on the existing lines. The gauge
installation was an action to suppott public and community safety-NOT an
indication ofa leak or any need to evacuate the area. The rumors and stories being
spread were factually in error, and caused Township staff and law enforcement to
spend additional time and resources to correct the record, and to calm
understandably concerned residents.
Energy Transfers pipeline construction has been underway for four years now in
West Whiteland. Our community has been ground zero for far too many incidents
and violations during that time. We share the frustration and concern expressed
by so many about these pipelines. We sympathize with the residents who have
had to put up with the eyesore of construction sites and the unreasonable amount
of noise and vibration throughout our community. This week, we join in the hope
that pipeline construction is finally nearing an end in Meadowbrook Manor and look
fotward to the day when Mariner East construction is completely done throughout
West Whiteland''

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kumbhardare, to approve the Consent
Agenda consisting of the following:
• Minutes of July 14, 2021
• Resolution 2021-36 Disposition of Media
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Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The motion was approved 20. Mr. Anderson was temporarily unavailable due to technical difficulty with his digital connection.

BUSINESS:
1.

Resolution 2021-37 Rescinding COVID Emergency Declaration

In March of 2020, the Board approved Resolution 2020-19 declaring a local emergency in
connection with the COVID-19 pandemic. Ms. Gleason explained that the resolution is still in
effect until rescinded by the Board. With the statewide Proclamation of Disaster Emergency
having been li~ed and vaccination rates high in Chester County, Ms. Gleason recommended the
resolution be rescinded, but noted that should caseloads rise such that a disaster declaration is
again warranted, a new resolution can be approved with conditions specific to the conditions at
hand. Mr. Rau noted that the resolution includes a provision that the Township may continue to
seek reimbursement or funding for expenses incurred in response to the pandemic.
Mr. Anderson made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to approve Resolution 202137 rescinding the Declaration of Local State of Disaster Emergency. Mr. Kumbhardare called for
public comment, and there were none. The motion was unanimously approved.

2.

Authorization to Sell Vehicles
Ms. Jones reviewed Kimberly Pelcin's July 20, 2021 1 Memorandum.

Mr. Anderson made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to authorize the sale of the
vehicles at the listed bid prices in Kim Pelcin's Memorandum dated July 20 1 2021 1 which included
2011 Ford Fusion-winning bid $7,800 1 next bid $7,700; and 2013 Ford Fusion-winning bid $8,900,
next bid $8,800. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The motion
was unanimously approved.

3.

Authorization for Use of Sound Amplification in Exton Park

Ms. Gleason reviewed Ed Culp's Memorandum dated July 22, 2021. Philadelphia Cricket,
LLC is requesting the use of sound amplification for play-by-play announcements at matches to
be held in Exton Park. All necessary equipment and staff will be provided by Philadelphia Cricket,
and COVID protocol and safety procedures will be followed. Mr. Kumbhardare noted that the
matches will be broadcast live around by the world by Sling TV.
Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Anderson, to authorize the use of sound
amplification in Exton Park for cricket matches on August 7th and 8th , 14th and 15th , 28th and 29 th
and September 19th • Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The
motion was unanimously approved.

4.

Approval of Accounts Payable Warrant Report

Ms. Jones answered Board members' questions regarding a capital improvements
expenditure and Sewer Authority credits.
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Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Anderson, to approve the Accounts
Payable Warrant Report dated July 28, 2021. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and
there were none. The motion was unanimously approved.

5.

June Financial Report

Referring to the Treasurer's Report, Ms. Jones advised that the difference in the NonUniformed Pension Plan from last month's report was due to a disbursement made to a former
employee. She noted that the Sewer and Solid Waste Funds are showing positive as more people
pay their bills. Overall, revenues exceed expenses.

6.

Township Commission Updates from Board Liaisons

Mr. Anderson reported that the Pension Advisory Board met this morning. The ESG
(Environment, Social, Governance) lineup is in place now and performing well showing a return
of 7. 96% (the previous lineup would have returned 8% ). The economy continues to expand, and
the pension plans are well funded. After a presentation by the Township's actuary, no
recommendation to decrease the discount rates for the pension plans was made by the PAB at
this time.
Ms. Santalucia advised that the West Chester Area Council of Governments will be setting
up information tables at upcoming outdoor events providing residents with handouts on the Clean
Energy initiative. Ms. Gleason said Will Williams from West Chester Borough will be at the Board's
August 25 meeting to provide an overview of the proposed Power Purchase Agreement.
The outdoor Friends of the Parks' Craft Fair held last Saturday was a success with many
return vendors as well as new ones. The first concert since the pandemic will be held in Miller
Park on August 8 with music of Chico's Vibe.
Mr. Kumbhardare said the Planning Commission did not meet in July as there were no
plans ready for review.

7.

Staff Updates

Ms. Jones advised of two timing issues affecting vehicle replacement. The 2020 budget
included a jet truck that did not arrive until 2021 and payment of same will be reflected in the
2021 budget. Additionally, 4 police vehicles are planned for purchase next year in 2022.
However, one vehicle is available now at 2021 pricing. This purchase would also save the
approximate 6-month wait time being experienced for new vehicles.
Chief Benson said 53 applications have been received for the open police officer position.
Those who meet the minimum requirements will be invited to participate in the physical portion
of the process. Ms. Santalucia asked if there was any type of payback for uniforms, vests, etc.
should a new hire not remain for at least one year. Chief Benson will check further.
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ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m.

VVt-<r--

Respectfully submitted,

Mimi Gleason
Recording Secretary
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