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BUSINESS MEETING
Minutes of the first June Meeting
1.

June 8, 2022

Call to Order

Chairman Rajesh Kumbhardare called to order the first June meeting at 5:40 p.m. This
was a hybrid meeting with participants attending both in person at the Township Building and
on-line via Zoom.
Those in attendance in addition to Mr. Kumbhardare were:
Theresa Santalucia, Vice-Chairman
Brian Dunn, Supervisor
Pam Gural-Bear, Interim Township Manager
Jen Keller, Executive Assistant
Scott Ryle, Public Works Director
Ed Culp, Asst. Public Works Director
Ted Otteni, Township Engineer
John Weller, Planning Director
Marie Guarnere, Codes Director
Caroline Partridge, Interim Finance Director
Lee Benson, Police Chief
Sean Kilkenny, Solicitor
Alex Baumler, Solicitor
Pat Layman, Minutes

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
The Board of Supervisors met on Tuesday, June 7th and prior to tonight's meeting to
discuss matters of personnel, real estate, and litigation.
Property Maintenance Code Presentation and Q&A for the public will be held on June 23 rd
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Township building.
Upcoming concerts in Miller Park on Sunday, June 12th at 5:00 p.m. with music by The
Slippery Band, and Sunday, June 25th with music provided by Back to Life
Community Day at Exton Park is scheduled for Saturday, July 15th at 4:00 p.m. and will
feature Chatterband Concert followed by fireworks.
The Township Building will be closed on Monday, June 20th in observation of Juneteenth.
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Presentations:
Sergeant Promotions
Police Chief Lee Benson introduced Patrol Sergeant Candidates Kurtis Rainey and Matthew
Nissen. The position of Patrol Sergeant is crucial to the Police Department as they serve as a
conduit between patrol and command staff.
Sergeant Rainey previously served in the U.S. Air Force for four years as a Security
Policeman followed by working as a Corrections Officer at the Delaware County Prison. In 1998,
he joined the Coatesville Police Department and attended the Montgomery County Police
Academy for his initial training. He was hired as a full-time Officer with West Whiteland in
September of 2000 and earned the position of Officer-in-Charge after one year. He has served
as a less lethal training instructor, field training officer and police mountain bike officer. He is
currently working to complete a bachelor's degree in criminal justice.
Sergeant Nissen is a graduate of the Delaware County Police Academy and previously
served as Deputy Sheriff with the Chester County Sheriff's Office and part-time officer with the
Malvern Police Department. He was hired as a full-time Patrol Officer with West Whiteland in
June of 2013. During his tenure here, he has served as Officer-in-Charge, less lethal training
instructor and field training officer. In addition, he currently serves as the department liaison to
the Chester County Department of Emergency Services.
The Honorable John R. Bailey administered the Oath of Office to Sergeants Rainey and
Nissen.

Uwchlan Ambulance Presentation on Funding Formula
Kathi Cozzone, Director of the Uwchlan Ambulance Corps, gave a presentation on the
2022 Municipal Funding Proposal. She thanked the Board of Supervisors for the Township's help
in supporting the organization's mission and vision to save lives and educate the community.
Ms. Cozzone reviewed operating costs and noted that increased call volume and costs of
services and infrastructure have far exceed the cost of living. West Whiteland represents 28%
of the service area population served by Uwchlan Ambulance, but accounts for 42.6% of total
calls received as of the end of 2021. She explained that the average billing for a heart event is
$2300, yet the average return from billing is only $590. The organization tries to combat this
deficiency with the annual funding, community partnerships, foundation/grant funding and
subscription drives, but only 7-8% purchase subscriptions. She then reviewed the capital assets
and noted the need to purchase 3 ambulances over the next 3-4 years.
Ms. Cozzone urged the Township to discuss possible contribution formulas with
neighboring communities to come up with something agreeable to all. The current formula is a
blended metric of population, taxable parcels, and call volume, but even this formula does not
take into account the cost of "readiness" to be able to respond at a moment's notice to any type
of call or emergency.
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Ms. Cozzone presented data on call volumes and money received from various users.
There was discussion regarding the need to reach out to Promedica to discuss the disparity in the
number of calls vs. the amount of payment, and the need to have qualified staff on site that can
handle more routine checks and procedures that would cut down on the number of calls made to
Uwchlan Ambulance
The Board will get back to Ms. Cozzone on a formula that can be used to determine annual
funding amounts after consulting with other communities.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None.

HEARINGS & PLANS:

1.

Approval of the Decision and Order for Whitford Road Wawa

At the conclusion of the hearing on April 27, 2022, the Board directed the Township
Solicitor to draft a Decision and Order approving the application of Whitford Property, Inc. to
construct a convenience store and gas station at 401-403 W. Lincoln Highway. Mr. Weller advised
that all parties have reviewed the draft and are in agreement with the stated conditions.
A record was taken by court reporter Elaine Parrish.
Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to approve the Decision and Order
granting conditional use approval to the application of Whitford Property, Inc. for the partial
clearance and subsequent development of the property at 401-403 W. Lincoln Hwy. with a
convenience store and gas station, Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were
none. The motion was unanimously approved.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn, to approve the following:
• Minutes of May 25, 2022
• Resolution 2022-30 Disposition of Media
Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The motion was unanimously
approved.

BUSINESS:

1.

PFM Presentation on Environmental, Social and Governance Investment and
Advisory Fees

Bikram Chadra of Public Financial Management Group (PFM) was in virtual attendance and
provided an overview of the Township's current ESG investment strategy and the accompanying
fees associated. In 2020 the Township expressed a desire to incorporate an ESG framework into
its investment strategy. The cost of investment managers is higher with the ESG strategy due to
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the additional layer of consideration needed to avoid investments in fossil fuels.
Mr. Chadra provided a comparison of various fees. The fee for ESG investing amounts to
approximately $25,000 more per year. There were no questions from the public. Mr.
Kumbhardare said the Board will consider the matter further and make a decision.

2.

Resolution 2022-31 - Act 537 Special Study - Transfer of Sanitary Sewerage
Facilities in East Whiteland

Mr. Weller reviewed his June 3, 2022, Memorandum. He explained that East Whiteland
Township is in the process of selling their sanitary sewerage system, a portion of which runs
through West Whiteland. Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection requires West
Whiteland to approve and adopt the Special Study pursuant to the pending sale. This does not
conflict with West Whiteland 1s ordinances, nor does it commit West Whiteland to any financial
responsibility. Mr. Otteni confirmed that the transfer will in no way affect the amount of flow
from West Whiteland.
Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn, to approve Resolution No. 202231 adopting the "Act 537 Plan Special Study: Transfer of Sanitary Sewerage Facilities as
prepared by Pennoni pursuant to the sale of the East Whiteland township sewer system. Mr.
Kumbhardare called for public comment. Resident Virginia Kerslake asked if West Whiteland was
considering a sale as she maintained that such sales of essential services result in higher rates
for residents. Mr. Kumbhardare assured her that the Township's system is well funded, and a
sale would not be in the best interests of the residents. Mr. Dunn agreed. There being no further
comment, the motion was unanimously approved.
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3.

Resolution 2022-32 Legislation

Urging Representatives to Enact Gun Restriction

Mr. Baumler explained that the Board authorized a Resolution be drafted to be sent to
local and federal legislators urging stronger gun restriction legislation.
Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to approve Resolution No. 202232 denouncing gun violence and urging state and federal law makers to enact stronger protections
against gun violence. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The
motion was unanimously approved.

4.

Authorization to Move $20,000 from Line Item 01-4300-3680 to Line Item 014520-3450 and Add Exton Park Swedesford Recreation Area to contract with
HHF for Lawncare

Mr. Culp reviewed his Memorandum dated June 2, 2022, requesting that the Exton Park
Swedesford Recreation Area be added to the current lawn mowing contract with HHF. He advised
that there is a surplus in the roads budget resulting from coordination with Aqua with their
watermain replacement projects. The Recreation Area is currently mowed by the parks team,
but with other duties and projects, the work could be done more productively by HHF.
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Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to move $20,000.00 from line item
01-4300-3680 to line item 01-4520-3450, and to authorize the addition of the Exton Park
Swedesford Recreation Area onto the current lawn cutting contract with HHF Lawncare for an
amount not to exceed $20,000 for fiscal year 2022. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment,
and there were none. The motion was unanimously approved.

5.

Resolution 2022-33 Adoption a Local Artist Fitness Court as Part of the 2022
National Fitness Campaign

Mr. Culp advised that the Township has been awarded 1 of 10 licenses to participate in
the 2022 Signature Artist Campaign. There was discussion regarding whether to choose the art
of Jean Michel Basquiat, Pennsylvania artist Keith Haring, or a local artist. Costs range from
$270,000 for the more well-known artists (Basquiat and Haring) to $170,000 for a local artist.
Ms. Gural-Bear confirmed that the cost to the Township will be no more than $50,000.
Should the remainder not be attained through grants/partnerships, etc., the Township is not
committed to follow through with the project.
Mr. Kumbhardare expressed concern that fund raising could be more difficult for a local
artist. Ms. Santalucia expressed a preference for a local artist that could benefit from the
exposure. After further discussion, it was decided to go with a local artist.
Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kumbhardare, to adopt a partnership to bring
the Local Artist outdoor fitness court to West Whiteland Township as part of the 2022 National
Fitness Campaign at a cost not to exceed $50,000. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment,
and there were none. The motion was approved 2-1 (Santalucia opposed).

6.

Approval of Township Payment Report for June 8, 2022

Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn, to approve the Township Payment
Report dated June 8, 2022. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none.
The motion was unanimously approved.

7.

Monthly Permit Report
The Board had no questions on the Monthly Permit Report.

8.

Township Commission Updates from Board Liaisons

Ms. Santalucia noted upcoming concerts at Miller Park on June 12 and 26, and Community
Day scheduled at Exton Park for July 16. She thanked members of the Friends of the Parks and
Pam Gural-Bear for their hard work in scheduling great musical bands for the concerts and
summer events for the residents.
Mr. Dunn reported that the Planning Commission reviewed a conditional use plan for a
148-unit personal care facility along Boot Road adjacent to the Banbury Shops and a conditional
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use plan to allow the historic Cross Gables Estate on Old Valley Road to be adaptively reused as
a wedding/special events venue. Mr. Dunn further advised that the Public Services Commission
was given an overview by Justin Smiley of the Township's Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan.

9.

Staff Updates

Mr. Otteni advised that he met with representatives from the Indian King HOA regarding
their concerns with speeding and traffic volume in their community. Mr. Otteni will be looking
into the matter and possibly recommending to the Board of Supervisors some additional stop
signs.
Mr. Otteni reported that a Subdivision plan for an additional 3 new homes along Burke
Road has proposed a low pressure force main. He further noted that there are currently 13
additional homes along Burke Road that could benefit from public sewer and asked if the Board
would have any objections to looking into preliminary engineering and gauging interest among
those property owners. The Board agreed .

ADJ OU RN M ENT
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m.

R
p;:/3~-JJMA
Pam Gural-Bear
Recording Secretary
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