WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
BUSINESS MEETING
Minutes of the first May Meeting
1.

May 11, 2022

Call to Order

Chairman Rajesh Kumbhardare called to order the first May meeting at 6:35 p.m. This
was a hybrid meeting with participants attending both in person at the Township Building and
on-line via Zoom.
Those in attendance in addition to Mr. Kumbhardare were:
Theresa Santalucia, Vice-Chairman
Brian Dunn, Supervisor
Pam Gural-Bear, Interim Township Manager
Jen Keller, Executive Assistant
Scott Ryle, Public Works Director
Ed Culp, Asst. Public Works Director
John Weller, Planning Director
Marie Guarnere, Codes Director
Caroline Partridge, Interim Finance Director
Lee Benson, Police Chief
Sean Kilkenny, Solicitor
Alex Baumler, Solicitor

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
The Board of Supervisors met prior to tonight's meeting to discuss matters of personnel
and litigation.
Day.

The Township Building will be closed on Monday, May 30th in observation of Memorial

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Stephanie Sharon-Missanelli, resident of Lennon Way, was in attendance on behalf of the
Chester County Library and wished to inform everyone of the many resources available to
residents through the library. The Summer Reading program will be held "in person" this year
beginning June 6. The library also has museum passes which can save on admission costs to a
number of popular attractions. Residents are encouraged to reach out to the library and take
advantage of the many resources available. Mr. Kumbhardare said the Township can help inform
residents of the library's resources and events through its various social media platforms.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dunn, to approve the following:
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• Minutes of April 27, 2022
• Resolution 2022-28 Disposition of Media
Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The motion was unanimously
approved.

BUSINESS:
1.

WWT Friends of the Parks' Request for a Beer /Wine Garden at Select Events

Ms. Gural-Bear and Janice Gottesfeld, member of Friends of the Parks, explained that FOP
has been looking for ways to enhance their sponsored events. Other municipalities have worked
with third-party vendors for beer/wine gardens. The "garden" is in a contained area, patrons
must present proper identification, and no alarming incidents have been reported. The gardens
are proposed for concerts and larger events such as Community Day, but not for children-focused
events such as the Holiday Tree Lighting and the Annual Egg Hunt. Ms. Gural-Bear confirmed
that the Township Ordinance does not allow alcohol in the parks but does provide for an
exemption to be given by the Board of Supervisors.
Staff has reached out to local vendors including Stolen Sun, Pour House, and Victory
Brewing. A vendor with prior beer garden experience would be considered for the first event to
help ensure smooth operations. Resident Virginia Kerslake suggested Levante Brewing Co. also
be considered.
Ms. Gural-Bear confirmed that the Township is covered with liability insurance for such
events. Board members were in favor of the proposal.
Resident Libby Madarasz asked that a Farmer's Market be considered. There was
discussion regarding locations that could provide for weekly events with sufficient room for
vendors and parking. Ms. Gottesfeld said Friends of the Parks will revisits this suggestion.

2.

Approval of Letter of Support of Application for Grant Funds to Replace
Stormwater Management Facility

East Bradford Township is seeking a letter of support for its grant application for funds to
replace the stormwater management facility on Sunset Hollow Road. Since a portion of the
tributary area affected by the facility lies in West Whiteland Township, residents will benefit from
the improvements.
Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to approve the letter of support
for East Bradford Township's application for grant funds to replace the stormwater management
facility located at 696 Sunset Hollow Road, West Chester, Pennsylvania. Mr. Kumbhardare called
for public comment, and there were none. The motion was unanimously approved.

3.

Budget Amendment for Roads and Highways

Ed Culp and Public Works crew leader Shane Barrar explained that the Public Works
Department has been working on sign maintenance as it relates to public safety, as well as
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cleaning out various locations. There has been a big increase in sign material costs and dumping
fees necessitating an increase in the 2022 budget. The purchased sign machine will help lower
future sign production costs. Ms. Partridge confirmed that costs are being monitored, and that
overall, the Highway Budget is trending favorably.
Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to amend the 2022 Budget to
increase line item 01-4300-3245 to $45,000 from $30,000. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public
comment, and there were none. The motion was unanimously approved.

4.

Approval of Change Order for Electrical Service Modifications at Exton Park

Mr. Culp reviewed Mr. Otteni's Memorandum dated May 6, 2022. He explained that the
proposed new restroom at Exton Park has increased in square footage and the addition of heat
to allow residents to use the facility year-round.
Ms. Santalucia made a motion, seconded by Mr. Dun, to approve the change order for
electrical service modifications at Exton Park - Swedesford Recreation Area in the amount of
$27,625. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none. The motion was
unanimously approved.

5.

Retrievr Recycling Pickup Service Overview

Ms. Gural-Bear introduced Robert Anderson who provided an overview of the Retrievr
Recycling Pickup Service. The service would allow residents to schedule pickups of their
electronics and clothing for recycling. The service aims to keep such items out of landfills and
promote a sustainable, full circular economy. Residents can schedule pickup and pay for the
service with their smart phones. Mr. Anderson explained that most electronic recycling currently
is via drop-off events which require more effort but providing a pickup service that is convenient
and affordable will help keep these items out of landfills. The only cost to the Township would
be the obligation to promote the program on its website three times a year.
Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to authorize the Interim Township
Manager to enter into the Software as a Service (SAAS) Agreement with Retrievr, Inc. for the
collection of electronic, and other recyclable items at zero cost to the Township. Mr. Kumbhardare
called for public comment. Virginia Kerslake asked what percentage of clothing is recycled, and
how does the program impact local charities. Mr. Anderson said about 10% of clothing is recycled,
and he said he encourages residents to donate clothing to local charities, but if they are not
inclined to do so, the Retrievr program keeps clothing out of the landfills. He added that Retrievr
will pick up towels, bedding, curtains and other fabric items that charities generally do not accept.
There being no further public comment, a vote was taken. The motion was unanimously
approved.

6.

Approval of Township Payment Report for May 11, 2022

Mr. Dunn made a motion, seconded by Ms. Santalucia, to approve the Township Payment
Report dated May 11, 2022. Mr. Kumbhardare called for public comment, and there were none.
The motion was unanimously approved.
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7,

Monthly Permit Report
Board members had no questions on the monthly permit report.

8.

Township Commission Updates from Board Liaisons

Mr. Santalucia reported that the Historical Commission reviewed the Conditional Use plan
for Westrum to construct a personal care facility on Boot Road behind the historic resource
Greenway and a Conditional Use plan to use the Cross Gables Estate as a wedding/special events
venue. She also reported that the Ship Inn has been sold with the new owners hoping to open
a brewing operation and restaurant by September.
Mr. Dunn advised that the Public Services Commission was given an overview of the
Property Maintenance Code by members of the Codes Department and reviewed a proposal to
modify the existing Pay as you Throw trash program.
Mr. Kumbhardare reported that the Planning Commission was given a presentation by
West Chester University students with recommendations for the redevelopment of the Exton
Crossroads area. The Commission also reviewed a Sketch Plan for two additional apartment
buildings at Keva Flats along with a proposed floodplain restoration project that would greatly
reduce the amount of stream sediment which could help the Township in meeting its MS-4
requirements.

9.

Staff Updates

Mr. Weller said Staff will be meeting with Merje, a West Chester company, to implement
more coherent wayfinding signage for the Township. The Urban Land Institute study conducted
last year recommended better signage in encouraging more pedestrian and bicycle traffic.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m.
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Pam Gural-Bear
Recording Secretary
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