WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
HISTORICAL COMMISSION
MINUTES
March 14, 2022
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Julie Bauer, Joe McCormick, John Prendergast, Jonathan Martin,
Joshua Anderson

TOWNSHIP STAFF:

Justin Smiley, Township Planner
Phil Yocum, Historic Consultant, Commonwealth Heritage Group
Theresa Santalucia, Board of Supervisors Liaison

I.

Call to Order - Vice-Chairman Joe McCormick called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting was a hybrid meeting with participants attending both in person at the
Township Building and on-line via Zoom.

II.

Approval of Minutes for January 10, 2022

III.

Motion:

To approve the minutes of January 10, 2022
(McCormick/ Anderson)

Vote:

Passed, 5-0

Public Comment

Al Markle was in attendance and advised that he and his son recently purchased the
Pennypacker House, a Class I historic resource. Mr. Markle asked how the designation will
impact his renovation/rehabilitation of the property. Mr. Yocum explained that "Class I"
indicates that the property is listed or is eligible for listing on the National Register, and that
the Historical Commission has the ability to delay demolition. Mr. Markle assured the
Commission that he has no intention of demolishing the property, but rather wishes to
renovate it to be used as his son's residence.
Mr. McCormick commended Mr. Markle on his decision to rehabilitate the property and
extended an invitation to Mr. Markle to become a member of the Historical Commission. He
further explained that the Commission's goal is to preserve historic properties. Mr. Markle
said he is interested in preserving the interior now from spring rains by replacing the roof and
making stucco repairs, and he asked if there were any special requirements for this work. Mr.
Yocum explained that it is generally appropriate to match the material that is there now, and
to maintain historic fabric. Replace in kind is the preferred approach. He added that the
Commission's focus is on the exterior, not the interior. Mr. Markle said he hopes to return to
the Commission next month with a plan for roof replacement and stucco repairs.

