WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
Historical Commission
Agenda
Thursday, October 14, 2021
7:00 P.M.

This Meeting will be held in-person at the Township
Building in the Community Room and via Zoom.

CALL TO ORDER
PUBLIC COMMENT
NEW BUSINESS

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 13, 2021
HISTORICAL COMMISSION CONCERNS
TOWNSHIP UPDATE
1. Awards Ceremony Discussion
2. Exton Crossroads Timeline
3. 2022 HC Meeting Schedule
ADJOURNMENT
NEXT MEETING:

November 8, 2021

Directions to access the Zoom Meeting

Click on this link to register:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrcuutpjMiH9ezFCEb7dLUhSDWDIjIsq3R

You can use your phone and call +1-646-558-8656. When asked, enter the Meeting and Password.
Virtual Meeting Etiquette Zoom
Instructions
If you have any questions regarding the projects please e-mail us at questions@westwhiteland.org

SAVE THE DATE

2020 & 2021 WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
AWARDS
Richard Ashbridge Manor House
Monday, November 8, 2021
Light Refreshments (5:30 PM) Awards Presentation (6:00 PM)
(Please RSVP by October 22nd, Thank you)

KEY

Exton Crossroads Timeline

Open Space
Development/Economic
Historical
Transportation

-----

Early history on Leni Lenape is being researched and may find earlier information

1682

William Penn meets the Leni Lenape, a loose association of related peoples who spoke
similar languages and shared familial bonds in an area known as Lenapehoking,[1] the Lenape
traditional territory, which spanned what is now eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Lower
New York, and eastern Delaware.

1683

The Lenape signed their first treaty with William Penn, a document that is often referred
to as "the treaty that was never ratified, but never broken." Although Penn treated the
tribe fairly, his son, Thomas, took a different approach. He tricked the Lenape into giving
away their land

1684

William Penn issues a warrant to his surveyor, General Thomas Holme, to lay out 40,000
acres for Welsh friends. This came to be known as the “Welsh Tract” and included the
land that is now West Whiteland Township.

1687

David Powell, Holme’s deputy, surveys township units of 5,000 acres within the Welsh
Tract that would become: Haverford, Radnor, Merion, Tredyffrin, Williston, Easttown,
Goshen, part of Westtown and Whiteland.

1704

West Whiteland’s first European settler, Richard Thomas, receives a land patent, a form
of letters patent assigning official ownership of a particular tract of land, for 1,869 acres
which was named the Great Valley

1703

The Council in Philadelphia authorizes construction of the King’s Highway, a direct road
fifty foot in breadth from the Schuylkill to the upper settlements on the Brandywine; the
Highway is completed in 1705. In West Whiteland, present-day Swedesford Road follows
the original route of the King’s Highway.

1707

Construction of the Woodcutter’s Cottage on Thomas lands. Now adjacent to the
Ashbridge apartment community in Main Street at Exton, it is thought to be the oldest
structure in West Whiteland Township (Twp Historic Site #101).

1712

Marriage of Richard and Grace (Atherton ) Thomas, beginning the Township’s first
prominent family.

1733

The King’s Highway is extended to the city of Lancaster.

1744

Richard Thomas II constructs the Thomas Mill (Twp Historic Site #108), found today along
the south side of Lincoln Hwy. between the Aldi supermarket and the Nissan dealership.

1765

Whiteland is divided into East and West Whiteland Townships.

1770

Moritz Zug (Zook) moves to West Whiteland and buys the Zook House (Twp. Historic Site
#305), which had been built by William Owens in 1750. Eight generations of Zooks lived
in this home, which became a haven for Amish and Mennonite families migrating out from
Philadelphia.

1782

Richard Thomas III, known as the “the fighting Quaker” for his seven years of active
military service, returns to his West Whiteland farm and starts building Whitford Lodge
(Twp. Historic Site #207), the first of his large holdings.

1794

Completion of the Lancaster Turnpike, now called Lincoln Hwy. or Business Route 30 in
West Whiteland.

1796

John Bowen opens The Ship Tavern (Twp Historic Site #311). Following his death in 1815,
the business was run by his son Holland. On February 22, 1821 Holland hosted a lavish
Birth Night Ball honoring George Washington. The Ship lost its license in 1854; it would
be 100 years before the Ship would serve travelers again.

1800

Richard Thomas III builds Ivy Cottage (Twp. Historic Site #205), now part of the Keva Flats
apartment community.

1830

The West Chester Railroad Company was chartered to construct a branch line to connect
West Chester with the Columbia Railroad.

1834

The Columbia Railroad extends into West Whiteland; traffic on the Lancaster Turnpike
declines.

1841

The Township adopts the common school system. With the adoption, the existing
subscription schools were gradually assimilated into a free school system.

1843

Construction of the Greek Revival-style Ashbridge House (Twp. Historic Site #102) at Indian
Run Farm, now part of Main Street at Exton.

1851

The Pennsylvania Railroad Company acquires the Columbia Railroad, but full ownership
of the West Chester branch was not transferred to the Pennsylvania until 1879.

1856

Following the Township’s adoption of the common school law in 1841 in accordance with
state legislation passed in 1836, existing subscription schools gradually were assimilated
into a free school system. The earliest of these new schools (Twp. Historic Site #312) was
located on Ship Rd. Thomas H. B. Jacobs deeds a one-room, one-story building to the
School Directors. For many years this was the largest school in the Township.

1859

The Ship Station opens where the Chester Valley Railroad crosses the Lancaster Turnpike
at an angle. Some believe that the X-shaped intersection of the railroad with the turnpike
inspired the name of “Exton.” The establishment became known as the Exton Hotel (Twp.
Historic Site #309) in 1860. In 2013, the building was converted into a residential
apartment building.

1873

Due to the efforts of the Temperance Society, the Township officially goes dry.

1873

St. Mary’s Chapel (Twp. Historic Site #32) is constructed as a mission church by St.
Joseph’s Parish in Downingtown. With few exceptions, St. Mary’s early congregation was
composed of new Irish immigrants who worked at the summer homes of the wealthy, on
the Pennsylvania Railroad, and in the Township quarries and mines.

1893

The Trenton Cutoff rail line, exclusively for freight, is double-tracked and in 1902
consolidated with the Pennsylvania Railroad. The Whitford Bridge (Twp. Historic Site
#127) carries the Trenton Cutoff over the Main Line connecting Philadelphia with Chicago.
Prior to the ascendance of commercial trucking, the line served as a major east-west
corridor for the movement of freight.

1901

Rev. William Bull, descendant of both Col. Richard and George Thomas, buys the Whitford
Lodge (Twp. Historic Site #204) and donates it to the Pennsylvania Association of Women
Workers as a vacation retreat for their members.

1902

The Lancaster Turnpike is purchased by the County from A.M. Taylor and declared toll
free.

1918

Dr. Charles W. Shreiner establishes the Church Farm School (Twp. Historic Site # 345) as
a boarding school in a rural setting for boys aged 12-18 “who had not the proper home
influence” – generally orphans or boys from single-parent homes. Its farming operations,
while yielding no profit, provided valuable work experience for the students.

1922

Martha Gibbons Thomas, daughter of J. Preston Thomas, becomes the first woman from
Chester County to be elected to the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.

1927

PA 62, now PA 100, was designated to run from the Delaware border south of Chadds
Ford north to US 309/PA 312 in Allentown.

1932

PA 62 was renumbered to PA 100 on June 1, 1932 in order to avoid conflicting with US 62,
which was designated in the northwestern part of the state

1937

Leon H. Williams purchases acre of land along Lincoln Hwy and constructs the Williams
Deluxe (Twp. Historic Site #348) motor court with offices, service station and cabins to
meet the needs of Americans enjoying motor travel. Site is 2020 recipient of the West
Whiteland Township Historic Preservation Award.

1953

The West Whiteland Fire Company is formed.

1959

Roman Catholic Church, Saints Philip and James, is established.

1960

Census shows that the population of the Township tripled in ten years.

1962

The First West Whiteland Township Comprehensive Plan is created which stated that the
Exton Crossroads should be the “commercial center” of the Township.

1964

Part-time police coverage begins. The West Whiteland Police Department was created in
1973 by the Township Board of Supervisors.

1973

Exton Square Mall opens! The mall is unusual in that it has only one major department
store anchor – Strawbridge and Clothier – in the space now occupied by Macy’s.

1974

West Whiteland Township Comprehensive Plan adding “It is now clear that Exton has the
potential to continue to develop into a regional commercial center. For this reason, the
new plan enlarges the high intensity development area around the crossroads and
elaborates on the types of uses and their interrelationship.”

1981

Chester County Library is constructed adjacent to Exton Square.

1982

West Whiteland Township Historical Survey was created to inventory and catalog all
historic resources within the Township to assist in their preservation and classifying them
in a three-class system based on historic relevance, architecture, and heritage.

1983

West Whiteland Open Space and Recreation Plan recommends various areas around the
Township to be protected as open space and recreation areas and corridors. This plan
helped spawn the acquisition of the Exton Park site

1985

The landmark billboard for the Guernsey Cow dairy bar (Twp. Historic Site #304) is
vandalized when its head is stolen. Various fraternities of West Chester University are
suspected of the deed, but nothing is proven.

1985

The Hooters film the video for their rock anthem “And She Danced” at the Exton Drive-In,
now the site of Whiteland Towne Center.

1986

As a part of a series of arson fires along Route 30 Whitford Lodge (Twp. Historic Site #204)
and Whitford Hall (Twp. Historic Site #202) were damaged, and the carriage house is
destroyed. The following year, local developer Bernard Hankin purchases the Lodge and
Hall and repairs them, adapting them for office use.

1989

Whiteland Towne Center is built on the site of the Exton Drive-In movie theater.

1994

West Whiteland Township Comprehensive Plan proposes the creation of the mix-use
Exton Crossroads/Town Center concept with Pottstown Pike and Lincoln Hwy as
landscaped boulevards with park and open space connections. High-density development
would remain around the Town Center and corridors and residential at the periphery.

1996

Chester County Comprehensive Plan, the Township participated as a stakeholder. The
plan identified Exton Crossroads as a Suburban Center where medium to high mix use
development is to occur.

1997

West Whiteland Township Pedestrian Plan included short and long-term goals and
objectives to improve the pedestrian network and was one of the sources for the
Township’s 2019 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

1998

Major expansion of Exton Square begins. Boscov’s, J.C. Penney, and Sears are added; the
Zook House (Twp. Historic Site #305) is relocated to accommodate Boscov’s.

2000

Phase I of Main Street at Exton breaks ground.

2004

West Whiteland Township Official Map is a combined map and ordinance designed to
implement the goals set by the Township’s Comprehensive Plan. The Map identifies
proposed sidewalk, roadway improvements and trails, many of which have been
completed since 2004.

2009

Phase I of the Chester Valley Trail is constructed; Township offices move from 222 N.
Pottstown Pk. to a new building at 101 Commerce Dr. in Main Street.

2013

Historic Preservation Awards were created by the Historical Commission to recognize
preservation efforts of the Township’s Historic Resources.

2014

Main Line Health opens outpatient and urgent care facility in Exton Square Mall.

2015

West Whiteland Township celebrates its 250th birthday.

2016

Whole Foods grocery store opens on the site once occupied by K-Mart as Exton Square
begins to redevelop as a mixed-use area.

2017

Chester Valley Trail Study/Master Plan, the Township participated as a stakeholder in this
project during the planning process. The plan recommends the future extension of the
Chester Valley Trail to adaptively reuse the currently inactive Philadelphia and Thorndale.
The Master Plan provides facility types for the proposed 10-mile trail that starts at Ship
Rd. and includes three new trailheads and connections to regional trails.

2018

Exton Station Area Concept Plan participated as a stakeholder in the planning process
managed by Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) which explores the
complexities of the transportation projects that are ongoing in the Exton Train Station
area, and how each overlap and/or are contingent upon each other to be implemented.

2019

Construction begins on Ashbridge, the first residential development in Main Street.

2020

Rehabilitation of the Chase Bank (Twp historic site #302) is completed. Historically known
as the Malvern Federal Savings building, the structure is prominently located in the center
of the Exton Crossroads. The structure was originally built in 1810 by Isaac Jacobs

2021

West Whiteland Township Historical Survey Update will update current inventory of more
than 200 historic resources with State guidelines and new classifications criteria to assist
in preservation and reuse. Update also includes revised history of West Whiteland
publication and interactive data of inventoried resources.

MEMORANDUM
DATE: October 8, 2021
TO: Planning Commission
FROM: Justin Smiley, AICP
Township Planner
SUBJECT: Historical Commission
2022 Meeting Schedule
The following dates are proposed for the Historical Commission’s 2022 meeting schedule:
•

January 10th (REORGANIZATION)

•

February 14th

•

March 14th

•

April 11th

•

May 9th

•

June 13th

•

July 11th

•

August 8th

•

September 12th

•

October 13th (Changed to Thursday due to Columbus Day)

•

November 14th

•

December 12th

Please note the Commission is still scheduled to meet at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Monday of every
month unless otherwise noted due to a holiday or conflict during that date. Please review to
discuss at the next Historical Commission Meeting.

