WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
Historical Commission
Agenda
Monday, September 12, 2022
7:00 P.M.

Etiquette for
hybrid meetings

Meeting will be held in-person and via Zoom
Register for Zoom Meeting
Call by Phone: 1-646-558-8656
Meeting ID: 831 6014 9330
Passcode: 862192
Meeting Packets can be found on Township website
Reminder to meeting participants: Please speak clearly into the microphone
CALL TO ORDER
REVIEW OF MEETING MINUTES
1. Approval of Meeting Minutes: July 11, 2022
PUBLIC COMMENT/CONCERNS/QUESTIONS
PLANS
1. Bush Project
Address: 390 W Lincoln Hwy.
Designated HR: 110.01 Tenant House, 110.03 Oaklands Schoolhouse/Springhouse,
Adjacent HR: 113.01 Richard Hance House/Meadow House, 113.02 Barn/Rabbit House,
201.01 Oaklands, 207.02 Oaklands Gatehouse
Request: Recommend approval of plans and permit to demolish all structures within the
designated historic resource boundary, with the exception of 110.03 Oaklands
Schoolhouse/Springhouse.
NEW BUSINESS
HC CONCERNS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADJOURNMENT
Next Meeting: October 10, 2022

ANDREW J. WEIR, PRESIDENT
ajweir@chg-inc.com
PENNSYLVANIA OFFICE
20 Hagerty Boulevard, Suite 3
West Chester, PA 19382
P: (610) 436-9000

September 6, 2022
WC-494

Mr. John Weller, AICP
Director of Planning and Zoning, and
West Whiteland Township Historical Commission
222 North Pottstown Pike
Exton, PA 19341
Re:

Sketch Plan
Bush Automotive
Demolition Plan Review
105 South Whitford Road
Exton PA., 19341

Dear Mr. Weller,
On behalf of property owners Bush Automotive and 105 Whitford Road, LLC, Riley Riper Hollin & Colagreco
have submitted a Demolition Plan drawing for demolition of multiple structures, at 105 South Whitford Road.
The Bush Automotive property is located at the southeast corner of the intersection of West Lincoln Highway
(Route 30) and Whitford Road; comprised of two parcels with a total gross area of 10.499-acres. The property
is listed on the West Whiteland Township Inventory of Historic Resources as Site #110, the Oaklands Tennant
Farm. The proposed demolition includes both historic and non-historic structures.
In accordance with the West Whiteland Township Zoning Ordinance, Article XVI: Historic Preservation,
including paragraphs 325-84 D., 325-90 A., 325-90 B., and 325-92 A.(3), the Historical Commission is required
to review and comment on projects at or within 300 feet of a site listed in Township’s Historic Resource
Inventory. The Historical Commission’s preservation consultant, Commonwealth Heritage Group (hereinafter
Commonwealth), has reviewed the proposed undertaking for potential impacts to the Township’s designated
historic resources.
For this review Commonwealth utilized the following Documents:
•
•

Bush Auto Demolition Plan – C 01.1, dated 08-17-2022, prepared by D.L. Howell, Civil Engineering,
Land Planning, Environmental.
No formal application or design plans for the property’s future use has been provided for review.
Township staff commented that the property’s future use would be automotive related.

Commonwealth visited the property on September 3, 2022, to review the historic resources on site. The
buildings are open, so a cursory review of the interiors was made.
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Historic Resources Impacted by the Proposed Project
In accordance with Section 325-92.A of the Township Zoning Ordinance, historic resources listed on the West
Whiteland Township inventory that are located within the boundary of a proposed project site, or within 300feet of the property boundary of a proposed project site shall be reviewed for potential adverse effect.
Commonwealth’s review has determined the following listed historic resources as potentially affected by the
proposed project:
Historic Resources located within the boundary of the proposed Project Site – Structures located on the subject
property that are listed on the Township’s Historic Resource Inventory:
•

Site #110.01– 105 S. Whitford Road. Tenant House, Oaklands Tennant Farm. Farmhouse for tenant
farmer for the Oaklands Farm. Core allegedly constructed between 1730-1780 with later Colonial
Revival addition c. 1900-1930. [Formerly Site #110].
- Contributing.

•

Site #110.02– 105 S. Whitford Road. Dwelling, Oaklands Tennant Farm. 1-story, stuccoed masonry
house with adjacent garage, constructed between 1951 and 1968. The house is constructed on a stone
foundation that appears to have been an agricultural outbuilding. A portion of the stone basement is
lower section with standing water, possible a spring house for cooling milk. Adjacent to creek.
- Non-Contributing.

•

Site #110.03– 105 S. Whitford Road. Oaklands Schoolhouse/Springhouse, Oaklands Tennant Farm. 1story, front gabled, stone building. Schoolhouse level is elevated over a lower-level springhouse
foundation. Building is directly adjacent to a creek. Reported to be used as a one-room schoolhouse for
Thomas family children and friends. Intact exterior decorative wood detailing and finished plaster
interior. Brick chimney for stove at south gable. Horizontal 4-over-4 double hung wood windows at both
side elevations. [Formerly Site #109].
- Contributing.

•

Non-Listed Historic Feature – Original barn stone foundation walls. Approximately 75-feet by 75-feet.
South wall of the barn incorporated as rear walls for later garage structures. Silo foundation located at
the northeast corner of the barn foundation. The barn is close to Route 30, on axis with the entrance
drive into the main Oaklands Farm directly opposite on the north side of Route 30.

Adjacent Historic Resources within 300 feet of the proposed Project Site – Structures located within 300 feet
of the subject property that are listed on the Township’s Historic Resource Inventory:
•

Site #207.01– 349 W. Lincoln Highway. Oaklands. Manor House for 500-acre Oaklands Farm. Core
built in 1772 by George Thomas. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places. [Formerly Site
#207].
- Contributing.

•

Site #207.02– 349 W. Lincoln Highway. Oaklands.Gatehouse. Used as private school for Thomas
family children and friends, early 1900’s. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places. [Formerly
Site # 208].
- Contributing.

•

Non-Listed Historic Feature – Stone foundation walls for an early springhouse. Located on the
adjacent property east of the Oaklands Tenant Farm property. Sited along the creek approximately 140feet east of the Oaklands Schoolhouse/Springhouse [Site #110.03]. Foundation size and construction is
similar to Site #110.03. A small metal framed waterwheel is contained in the foundation. A few
remnants of the upper wood framed roof structure remain.
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Description of the Proposed Undertaking:
The 10.599-acre Bush Automotive property is located at a busy roadway intersection. The property slopes
steeply to the south along Route 30, with the lower section relatively level. The southernmost portion of the
property is in a Zone AE Special Flood Hazard Area. The historic Oakland Tenant House [Site #110.01] is
partially within the Special Flood Hazard Area. The Oaklands Schoolhouse/Springhouse [Site #110.03] is
adjacent to the creek and completely within the Special Flood Hazard Area.
Except for the Oaklands Schoolhouse/Springhouse [Site #110.03], the proposed Demolition Plan indicates all
other existing structures on the property will be demolished. These include two historic structures listed on the
Township’s Historic Resource Inventory, the Oaklands Tenant House [Site #110.01] and Oaklands Dwelling
[Site #110.02]. In addition, five contemporary garage structures not listed on the Resource Inventory, the barn
silo, remaining barn walls, an inground swimming pool, and a small pool shed will be demolished. The proposal
protects the Oaklands Schoolhouse/Springhouse from demolition.

Review of the Potential Effects on Historic Resources:
Commonwealth’s review is limited to the potential for effect on the above-mentioned historic resources. Our
comments are limited to the potential for adverse effect, and recommendations for treatment and/or mitigation.
While the plan protects the Oaklands Schoolhouse/Springhouse [Site #110.03] from demolition, there is no
indication of how it will be treated and preserved. The building is in generally sound condition. It should be
relatively straightforward to secure, stabilize and preserve the building. The Schoolhouse/Springhouse is quite
close to Route 30. Plans should include tree removal to make the building more visible.
Of the buildings to be demolished, the Oaklands Tenant House [Site #110.01] is the largest loss. Our site
observations confirmed the three-story southwest section was the oldest element, reportedly dating to the mideighteenth century. An interior corner fireplace indicates the original building is quite old. The extensive c.
1900-1930 Colonial Revival additions were carefully designed to create a fashionable residence. The building’s
exterior exhibits the design elements and detailing characteristic of an architect-designed renovation. Given the
close proximity of Whitford Station, the house renovations may have coincided with West Whiteland
Township’s turn-of-the-century period as a country retreat destination. The barn would have provided
convenient stabling for horses. The house is currently in relatively good condition and could be renovated for
residential or commercial use. The basement does have water issues that would need to be addressed.
The listed Dwelling [Site #110.02] is a contemporary structure erected on an older stone foundation. The
building is close to the creek and the basement has about of 6-inches of standing water in its lowest section.
However, it may have originally been designed to function as a cooling room for milk cans.
The barn walls and silo foundation are interesting because they illustrate the history of the Oaklands Farm.
Oaklands was reportedly one of the area’s most productive eighteenth-century farms, due in part to George
Thomas’s early adoption of liming the soil.
The nearby historic resources at the Oaklands Farm, the Manor House [Site #207.01] and the Gatehouse [Site
#207.02] will not be impacted by the proposed demolition at the Oakland Tenant Farm. The closest resource is
the Schoolhouse/Springhouse [Site #110.03]. The proposed project could make the Schoolhouse/Springhouse
more visible to the Manor House.
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Conclusion: The Oaklands Tenant Farm, in conjunction with the adjacent Oaklands Farm, is an essential
element of the Township’s history. It is surprising to learn that features of this historic farm remain, hiding in
plain sight. The retention of the Oaklands Schoolhouse/Springhouse [Site #110.03] is applauded and will
have no adverse effect on that resource.
It would be ideal to retain and renovate the Oaklands Tenant House [Site #110.01]. If a commercial or
residential use could be identified for the Tenant House, the building could support its own preservation.
Demolishing it will have a serious adverse effect on the Tennant House.
Regarding the other historic structures proposed for demolition, given their lack of integrity and the site’s
water issues, demolition will not have a serious adverse effect. Commonwealth recommends that before any
demolition occurs, all the resources be photographically documented, inside and out.
In reviewing a proposal for demolition, it is critical to understand the future intent for the property.
Demolition of historic resources to simply clear the site is imprudent. Demolition is forever – once a historic
resource is demolished it is gone. This proposal provides no information regarding future development. We
urge the Township to withhold demolition approval until a viable future plan is proposed.

Should you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact me by cell at 610-3509564 or e-mail at pyocum@chg-inc.com.
Regards,

Philip Yocum, RA, LEED AP
Preservation Architect
cc:

Caroline O’Connor – WWT
Justin Smiley – WWT
Candice Strawley- CHG
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